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Watermen of London references from 25 11 2021  talk                                     Robyn Ansell GSV London Circle  
 
Images  
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/watermen-and-thames.html 
 
https://www.alamy.com/thomas-rowlandson-miseries-of-london-entering-upon-any-of-the-bridges-of-london-or-
any-of-the-passages-leading-to-the-thames-being-assailed-by-a-group-of-watermen-holding-up-their-hands-and-
bawling-out- 
 
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-a-traveller-waits-to-be-ferried-across-the-thames-at-a-time-when-london- 
 
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-watermen-pass-along-the-thames-date-1757- 

https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-a-thames-boatman-lands-his-passengers-on-the-south-bank-of-the-
thames-105355833.html 

Description: Found in Wikiwand   
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Old_Woolwich 
The north prospect of Woolwich, in the county of Kent. Detail of a view of Old Woolwich and Woolwich Dockyard. 
The bell tower to the left belonged to the Royal Ropeyard. To the right a rare view of the Medieval and Georgian 
parish church, which only existed together for 2 or 3 years. Engraving by Samuel and Nathaniel Buck (1739). 
Collection of the London Metropolitan Archives. 
Date 14 March 2017, 07:56:36 
Source London Metropolitan Archives (http://collage.cityoflondon.gov.uk/home) 
Author Samuel & Nathaniel Buck 
 
Description: Found in Wikiwand  
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Old_Woolwich 
View of Woolwich and the river Thames from the north. Detail of an engraving by Richard Rixon. The tall stuccoed 
building is the Nile Tavern on Hog Lane. Nearby two so-called Watermen's Stairs: the Green Dragon Stairs at the end 
of Hog Lane (later Nile Street). Further east the Bell Water Gate Stairs. To the right the parish church of St Mary 
Magdalene and Woolwich Dockyard. 
Date 15 March 2017, 19:05:09 
Source Saint, A., Guillery, P. (ed.), Woolwich – Survey of London, Volume 48, p. 60. Yale Books, London, 2012. ISBN 
978 0 300 18722 9 
Author Richard Rixon, 1841  
 
Maps 
https://www.oldmapsonline.org/map/nls/102343435  
for the following two maps 
 
Topographic maps Kent II OS six inch ordnance survey 1863 1870 1:10 560 
 
Delineatio ac finitima regio Magnae Brittaniae metropoleos Londini  
Publisher 
[Tobias Konrad Lotter] 
Impressum 
[Augsburg] : [Tobias Konrad Lotter] 
Place of publication 
[Augsburg] 
Document type 
(1760) Map 
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Map Description: Found in Wikiwand  
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Old_Woolwich 
Woolwich in the 1740s. Detail of a map of London in the 18th c. Engraved by Richard Parr, surveyed and published 
by John Rocque, 1746. 
Date 15 March 2017, 12:58:33 
Source Saint, A., Guillery, P. (ed.), Woolwich – Survey of London, Volume 48, p. 11. Yale Books, London, 2012. ISBN 
978 0 300 18722 9 
Author John Rocque (c. 1709–1762)  
 

Websites 
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Watermen%27s_stairs 

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Waterman_(occupation) 

https://watermenscompany.com/ 

https://www.thehistoryoflondon.co.uk/thames-watermen-and-ferries/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterman_(occupation) 

http://www.oocities.org/thameswatermen/chapter1.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Woolwich 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Bridge 

  

1921 film clip of Doggett’s Coat and Badge 7.4 km race on the Thames 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekWyhHiILi4 

 

 

Publications 
Blomfield David. Tradesmen of the Thames: Success and failure among the Watermen and Lightermen families of the 
Upper Tidal Thames 1750-1901. Kingston University thesis. 2006 

 

Cottrell Robert. Register of licences granted to ex-mariners to ply their trade as watermen on the Thames 1829-1864 

 

O’Riordan Christopher. The Thames Watermen in the Century of Revolution. 2008. On oocities site 

 

 

And the GSV catalogue has more than 70 references to “Watermen”  
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